M: G'morning. I'm Marcos Pinto-Leite

N: I'm Noah Klein, and on behalf of our school we want to thank you for joining us in our moving up ceremony for the class of 2014.

M: at the beginning of every year we spent at Cloonan, Mr. Tate delivered a speech that was fairly similar year to year. 

N: In these speeches he encourages us to set a long-term goal, then to work at achieving that goal through a series of other goals. 

M: And I will admit that initially in sixth grade, I didn't wholeheartedly believe that simply setting goals would benefit me. I thought that it was pointless to set such goals because I was too young to make anything become of them. 

N: But as our time at Cloonan progressed, we came to see how untrue that is. We saw that with initiative, things get accomplished, regardless of a factor like age. 

M: as We began to see this, we started setting more and more goals to help us succeed. I set a goal to become class president,

N: I set a goal to get on the honor roll

M: I set a goal to raise a large sum of money for the Hoops for Heart fundraiser

N: I set a goal to help enforce the anti-bullying initiative. And all of those goals became a reality. 

M: As Cloonan graduates we know how to handle situations in a productive manner. We've been taught to speak out when we see something we don't like,  and we know how to go about changing it. 

N: Our teachers provided us with the tools needed to accomplish anything. Every day we see that with determination, hard work, and often times teamwork, we can do anything. 

M: Emily Dickinson once said, "Forever is comprised of nows". So our parting advice with the class of 2014, take advantage of every "now."

N: Nobody ever gained from sitting around, waiting for things to happen. Of course it isn't easy to make your life the way you want it to be, but that struggle is always worth the reward. 

M: So don't wait to make things happen. Long-term goals don't necessarily have to take a long time. Go out and start tomorrow today, plow through the petty obstacles, and don't think for a second that what you're doing is all for naught. 

N: No goal is too big or bold to achieve. Thanks to what we've been taught at Cloonan, we know exactly how to make those big bold goals become a reality. 

M: there's no need to worry about hitches in the road that may come in the future, because in the end, forever is comprised of nows, infinite nows in which  And we're extremely grateful to have spent a handful of nows with our eighth grade class. 
