Cloonan Middle School presents …

Scholar Power

Students, Faculty, and Parents 

are invited to join us for a Speaker Series 

Featured Guests will present first-hand accounts of their craft, 

the challenges, and joys of being a leader in their field.

After each presentation, students will have a chance to 

interact with the presenter and be part of a lively discussion.

Come prepared for an active session of dialogue, sharing, and learning.

Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2014
9:00 to 10:30 
8th Grade Assembly
Place: Cloonan Auditorium
10:30       Discussion with the Speaker – selected Scholars

 Place: Media Center
Voices from the Holocaust

Featuring: Holocaust Survivor and Inspirational Speaker – Judy Altmann
Judy Altmann was 14 years old when her home country of Czechoslovakia was occupied by Germany.  In 1944 she was arrested and sent to Auschwitz concentration camp and on to Essen and Gelsenkirchen Labor camps where she remained until March 1945.  From there she was transported to Bergen Belsen concentration camp on the Death March. In May 1945, Mrs. Altmann was liberated by the British Army and given the opportunity to go to Sweden.  She lived in Sweden until 1948 and then immigrated to the United States.

Mrs. Altman talks about the persecution of her family – her story illustrates the power of human strength and resolve in conquering adversity. It also pays tribute to many good people, often total strangers, who helped her be strong in times of need. She was able to survive and overcome her shattered youth not only physically but emotionally and spiritually because she consciously tried to avoid despair, hatred and bitterness and instead, maintained hope and a positive attitude, a sense of humor, faith in God, and the values instilled by her parents. Mrs. Altman’s is an inspirational story of courage and determination -  she travels the world as a speaker sharing her story and helping people understand what hate can create, so that something like the Holocaust does not happen again. She warns, however, that if people are not on their guard, a similar event could occur.


"It could happen again in any country
because people follow the mob,

because even back then
no one believed
it would happen then”




Judy Altman
